A SERMON ON MARRIAGE, CULTURE, AND WITNESS

The Design, the Culture
and the Kingdom

Matthew 19:4-6 - Ephesians 5:31-32 - 1 Peter 3:15




The Architect and the Bridge

— A master architect calculates every angle,
material, and support so the bridge can stand
in the storm.

—  When crews revise the blueprint for trends or
convenience, the structure loses its integrity.

— Today we look at an institution facing structural
renegotiation by our culture: marriage.




A Divine Institution in a Shifting World

The Origin of Marriage

— Marriage is a divine institution
created by God.

— Not an evolving human or cultural
invention.

— Itis the foundational building
block of society.

The Cultural Tension

—  Definitions of identity, sexuality,
and marriage keep shifting.

— The change creates deep political
and social divides.

— The world is demanding the
church to renegotiate what God
settled.




Our Purpose This Morning

To anchor our hearts in God's immutable design with unwavering conviction
— while learning to engage our world with Christlike gentleness.

“Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and
female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his

wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”

MATTHEW 19:4-6




PART ONE

The Distinct Blueprint of Creation

Complementarity - One flesh - The boundary of intimacy



Designed Complementarity

God intentionally created humanity as male and
female to reflect His image.

The differences between them are purposeful and
beautiful.

They are not interchangeable parts — each bears
the image in a distinct way.

“So God created man in his own image ... male and female he created them.”
GENESIS 1:27




Two distinct persons

One man and one
woman —
complementary, not
identical.

Joined as one flesh

A covenant union, not
merely a contract or
arrangement.

The One-Flesh Standard

The only framework

This binary union is the
one pattern Scripture
calls marriage.

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they

shall become one flesh.”

GENESIS 2:24




The Boundary of Intimacy

God designed sexual intimacy exclusively for
this union: lifelong, covenantal, and between a
man and a woman.

The boundary is not restriction for its own sake
— it is protection and blessing.

Any sexual activity outside it misses God's
design for human flourishing.

“Let marriage be held in honor among all, and
let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.”

HEBREWS 13:4




PART TWO

The Contemporary Contrast
and Cultural Reality

How do we hold the truth firmly and the person tenderly?



The Missing Framework

Scripture offers no framework for same-sex marriage — not a silence to be filled, but a
design already given.

Ephesians 5 grounds marriage in a specific picture: husband and wife reflecting Christ
and the Church.

Same-sex unions omit that male-female reflection, and so cannot carry the meaning
marriage was made to carry.

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ
and the church.”

EPHESIANS 5:31-32




Before We Go Further

— Every human being experiences the
brokenness of fallen desires. None of us
stands outside this.

— If you are navigating same-sex attraction,
you are not a problem to be solved or a
debate to be won.

— You are a person Christ died for, and you
are welcome here.




Consistent Biblical Ethics

— Scripture consistently prohibits
homosexual practice across both
Testaments.

— It always stands alongside every other
form of sexual sin - never singled out as
uniquely disqualifying.

— God holds one single, universal standard
for holy living, and it addresses all of us.

Romans 1:26-27 - 1 Corinthians 6:9-10




The Pastoral Perspective

E heart is brok Every human being experiences the brokenness of
VEry fieart 1S Proken fallen desires. None of us stand outside this.

Our culture teaches that our deepest desires are our
_ : identity. Scripture offers something more freeing: your
Identity in Christ identity is in Christ - not in your desires, and not in

your resistance to them.




PART THREE

The Christian's Kingdom Responsibility
in Political Contlict

How do we engage the conflicts of our day without losing our witness?



Truth Without Compromise

— Believers advocate for God's design as the optimal foundation for a flourishing society.
—  We cannot rename good as evil or evil as good to gain cultural approval.

—  Our primary allegiance belongs to the Kingdom of God — never to a political party.

“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!”

ISAITAH 5:20




MARKED BY

Humility, respect,
gentleness, and
kindness in every
word and act.

FORBIDDEN

Slander, mockery,
and treating
ideological opponents
as the ultimate
enemy.

Christlike Engagement

THE REAL COST

Winning an argument
at the expense of the
Gospel's reputation is
a spiritual defeat.

“Always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope
that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”

1T PETER 3:15




People Over Platforms

Political debate reduces people to
statistics and adversaries.

Christians must see every individual as an
image-bearer of God.

The church's deepest impact comes from
living holy, loving lives — not from rage-
driven activism.

Iy

We must trust God's ultimate sovereignty
over the outcome.
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The Eternal Picture and the Final Charge

The Eternal Picture The Final Charge

—  Human marriage is temporary — —  Stand firm in moral clarity, speak.

a living metaphor. —  Move forward with Christlike

— It points to an eternal reality: gentleness.
Christ's sacrificial love for His

bride, the Church. — Invite a watching world to find

fulfillment not in human
—  The sign was never meant to be relationships or political victories,
the destination. but in submission to the Creator.




An Invitation

“Wherever you find yourself this morning — confident, questioning, weary,
or far from where you meant to be — the invitation is the same. The God
who designed you on purpose is not waiting for you to clean yourself up
first. Come to Him as you are and let Him make you His. If you want to take

that step today, let us know, come forward, or meet with us after the service.

We would count it a joy to help you obey the gospel this morning.”




Lesson Outline

The Design, the Culture and the Kingdom - Matthew 19:4-6 - Ephesians 5:31-32 - 1 Peter 3:15

The Blueprint The Kindness The Kingdom

PART ONE PART TWO PART THREE

— Male and female bear God's — One standard of holiness for — Truth held without
image distinctly every one of us compromise

— One man, one woman, — The person is never the — Gentleness and respect in
joined as one flesh enemy every exchange

— Intimacy belongs inside the — |dentity rests in Christ, not in — People valued above
covenant desire political platforms

Opening: a divine institution in a shifting world - Closing: marriage as a sign, and an invitation to the Designer




Take It Home

For personal reflection, family conversation, or small group discussion this week

Read This Week

— Genesis 1:27; 2:.24 - Matthew 19:4-6
— Ephesians 5:31-32 - 1 Peter 3:15

— Hebrews 13:4 - 1 Corinthians 6:9-11

Talk About It

— Why does one flesh need distinction and covenant?

— How does our church feel to someone who
disagrees?

Ask Yourself

— Where am | tempted to soften what God has settled?

— Where am | tempted to be right without being kind?

Do One Thing

— Name one person to pray for by name this week.

— Have one conversation with gentleness and respect.



