
Treasure in Earthen Vessels
2 Corinthians 4:7-18



Introduction

• Persecution of the Apostles and their 
work was fierce

• Leaders of politics, religion and 
industry opposed them.

• Even well-meaning people persecuted 
them in ignorance.

• Despite this, the church grew and the 
gospel prospered.

• What accounted for this?



The Power of God
• Paul portrays the apostles as 

“earthen vessels”.
• Treasure is placed in secure 

storage; clay jars were not 
secure.

• The Lord will not give His glory to 
others (Isaiah 42:8)

• He chose fragile instruments to 
display His power, “the power of 
God unto salvation” (cf. Romans 
1:2; 2 Corinthians 12:7-10).



“We are hard-pressed on every side yet not crushed; 
we are perplexed but not in despair; persecuted but 
not forsaken; struck down but not destroyed—
always carrying about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our body.”

(2 Corinthians 4:8-10 NKJV)



Why Not?

• Why were they not 
crushed?

• Why were they not in 
despair?

• Because they were not 
forsaken!

• Because they rejoiced in 
the Lord’s sufferings!

• Because the life of Jesus 
was manifested in them!

• Because life is working in 
us!







“For we who live are always delivered to death for 
Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death is 
working in us, but life in you. 

(2 Corinthians 4:11-12 NKJV)



And since we have the same spirit of faith, according 
to what is written, "I BELIEVED AND THEREFORE I 
SPOKE," we also believe and therefore speak, 
knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will 
also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with 
you.

(2 Corinthians 4:13-14 NKJV)



For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having 
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to 
abound to the glory of God. Therefore we do not lose 
heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet 
the inward man is being renewed day by day.

(2 Corinthians 4:15-16 NKJV)



For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is 
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. 
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.

(2 Corinthians 4:17-18 NKJV)



CONCLUSION

• Is the life of Jesus manifested in 
your mortal flesh?

• Will God raise you up with 
Jesus?

• Will God present you with the 
apostles and Jesus?

• Have you lost heart?

• Is  your inward person being 
renewed daily?

• Are you seeking the things that 
are perishing?

• Or, are you seeking the things 
that are eternal?


